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army, advanced first up both sides of the Doyang,
where the Kacharis made but slight resistance, and
then moved into and up the Dhansiri to the capital.

Here the Kacharis after a desperate defence were
completely defeated and the city sacked. The Ahoms
now took over this entire tract of country, but as they
never occupied it and the former Kachari occupants
had either been killed or had retired to found the
new capital at Maibong in what is now the North
Cachar hills, the Dhansiri and Doyang valleys soon
relapsed into jungle, which in later times became
known as the Nambhor forest. Ahom " buranjis "
record that in 1637 the route for communication
between Ahoms and Kacharis was via Koliabar, Now-
gong, and the Kopili valley ; as the Dhansiri valley
route was impossible and the country depopulated,
Maibong, now a small station on the Assam-Bengal
Railway, lies a few miles north of the civil station of
Haflong, and by the end of the sixteenth century had
become a town of considerable size and strength ac-
cording to old accounts, and from what remains for us
to judge by, namely traces of what were strong walls,
gateways, temples, etc. One curious rock-cut temple
has a record cut into the stone showing the sacred
edifice to have been made about 1721 in the reign of
Chandra Narain. In the beginning .of the seventeenth
century the Kacharis were still in possession of the north
of Nowgong district, where it borders the Brahmaputra
valley, and to the south of the same along the Jamuna
and Kopili valleys where stood the once flourishing
towns of Raha, Doboka, Demera ; and they had also
long since been the dominant power in the Cachar
plains (Surma valley), where they had driven back